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Quicksilver Messenger deals with geomancy;:�raditions and experiments 
which aim �o make deeper and more· meaningful contact· with the living 
�ar� • ·I� �s also part of aiJ. internatiqnal'' o9!J.spiracy to liberate the 
�ag�at�on enslaved by orthodoxy. Join us. " 

EDITORIAL 

I know we're· taking the sceptics by sur­
prise with this one but this is it people: 
NUMBER 10! Yep, we've made it to double 
figures and not without a·struggle. There 
have been times when I almost threw the 
towel in, yes and times when -I 'V.e serious­
ly wondered what I'm doing this for when 
I should be earnestly hoiding down a 
'serious' job. The answer's qtrite. simple 
really, it's to do with a searcll for 
meaning and not· being happy with answers 
that don't satisfy the soul. It's to 
do with being part of the movement that 
is piecing together a new realtionship 
with the earth. This struck me as I 
was walking dow.n the s�reet the other d�y 
and for a moment everything fell into 
place. It's difficult to-�emember·�hat 
'you and the land are one•\:,hen you're 
living in the city. But it is that 
simple and I believe that · it's 
necessary for man's survival to get 
this concept well and truely digested. 

This will be the last QsM from Britain 
for a while.as we're heading East and 
publishing from there .. Note the sub. 
conditions ,now for 3 i.ssues OK? Our 
next issue will feature an interview with 
a major British geomantic researcher and 
possibly look at an aliqnment of Budhist 
�emples in Central Javar plus a compar� 
�son of Western leys w·it;h feng shui by a 
prominent British dowser. There'll be 
plenty of the usual Quicksilver �ixture 
coming up so keep in touch. 
New Address: Chris Ash'ton, 
c/o EEP, Jln. Kapten Tendean 18, 
Jakarta-Selat;an, Indonesia. 
cheques/p.a.'s �o c. Ashtonl 
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Caught the Act. 
• 

tn 
Quicksilver Messenger visited Paul Devereux and Nigel Pennick in a converted 
barn in the depths of the mid-Welsh countryside last summer. The setting was 
a natur� mystics' Garden of Eden. The place was· miles away from the nearest 
dwelling pnd accessible by only a single track road which terminated at the 
barn. ,No through traffic. No through noise. The long hot surruner had turned 
the iandscape into a golden blonde colour and the night I stayed there the 
sky �as filled with shooting stars. This was the scene in which their projected 
book 'The World Compendium of Earth Mysteries' began to take shape. The 
authors believe that this will be an important new addition to earth myst­
eries libraries .. They are both quite talkative fellows and for an hour they 
held forth with enthusiasm over the project which they were obviously find­
ing quite stimulating. I had my tape recorder switched on and this is a 
distillation of that conversation. 

T he or i gin Hl concept for t h i s  pr oj ect came courte sy o f  QsM t hr ou gh t he PHul 
De vereux inter vie w  (see 'Qu icks il ve r  Mes senge r ' No . 7). T he quest ion had 
been as ked 'was the  ad vance d r e se ar ch in E.M. going t o  al ienat e  t he peopl e  
j u st com i n g  int o i t  as we l l  as t he gener al l y  interested publ i c'. De vereux 
had r e pl ied that he t hought t h at wh at was r e al l y  needed was a pr imer . 
Pennick r e ad t hi s, cont acted De vereux an d suggested t h at t he y  d id a pr imer 
togethe r . The y dec ided t hat as Penn ick pr obabl y h as t he best arc h i ve s  in t he 
wor ld on t he s u bj e ct and t h at De vereux has probabl y got t he hest col lect i on 
of in format ion on current r e se ar c h  t hat it wou l d  be good . T he publ isher s 
Turnst one Boo k s  were appr oached and t he y  immed i at e l y l ik ed t he conce pt .  

The ir or i gin al ide a wa s t o  act as e d it or s  for a ser ies o f  l on g  e ssays wr itten 
by pe o ple wit h  spe c i al i st knowled ge in var ious fields as wel l  as t o  do  t he ir 
own stu ff t oo .  Th is ide a was put t o  t he pu bl i sher s  who put a bud get on t he 
pl an wh ich m ade it unr e al ist ic t o  d o  in t h at for m. So t h e y  dec ided t o  do  it 
them se l ve s. And t h at 's what t he y  were d o in g  holed up in t he mid d l e  of God 's 
cre at ion - wor k in g  out a synopsi s  and p l annin g who was go in g t o  wr ite what . 
W ith a text lengt h  o f  70,000 wor d s, lar ge format and l ot s  o f  phot os wit h 
extended c apt i ons t he y  bel ie ve t h at t h is book wil l  de f ine t he subject . 1he 
study wil l  c over t he hi stor ical r oot s of  t he s u bj ect r i ght t hr ou gh t o  t he 
present day  bot h in pr act ical and r e se arch t erms.  Dur in g  an encounter wit h 
t he med i a  some bod y  as ked t hem i f  t he subj ect wa s n o  more t h an cur iosit y 
ant iqu ar ian i sm .  But e . m .  i s  a st ud y of anc ient patterns . A s t ud y  t h at exam ines 

-old ,  l ost knowled ge. If t he su bj ect is l ooked at in a su fficient l y  br oad 
spect r um t he fr agment s of knowled ge be gin t o  come t o ge t he r  int o s ome sor t  of  
whole .  What t he Hut h or s  are at tempt in g  t o  d o  i s  to  t al k  about t he old know­
led ge in the t erm inol ogy of the pre sent cul t ur e . The su bj ect wil l  not l i ve 
again unt i l  it c Hn be as sim ilat ed in t he t erm inol ogy of t h is cul t u r e ,  now. 
T h i s  does not me Hn t he fabr icat ion of a j ar gon . Per h aps an ex ample wil l  
hel p  t o  cl ar i fy what i s  meant by t h is.  Ther e  h a s  been a l on g  t r ad it i on o f  
he al in g  by cr yst a ls .  Pe ople li ke Har r y  Ol d field  are n o w  u sin g t hem t o get her 
wit h modern e lect r on ic s. The y are cont inu in g  to he al success fu l l y .  Other 
peo ple tend t o  s ay t h in gs li ke , " we are us ing cr yst al s  to he Hl becHu se t he y  
channel t he Great S pir it K udhum i '' or something l i ke t hat . Wher e as ot hers may 
say somet h in g  l i ke , " of co urse t he r e 's n o  sp ir it Kudhum i . This t h in g  wor k s  
because o f  t he pl anet Ur Rn us . '' What al ien Ht e s  t hese t wo grou ps o f  fict icious 
pe ople i s  the be l ie f  systems t he y  have been constr u ct e d  ar ound t he c r y st ql s  
and the l an gu age t he y  u se t o  ex pl ain wh at 's happen ing.  Un fort unat e l y  t h is 
pr obl em a bounds in m yst ica l /occul t /rel i gious cir cles . T he result i s  t hat i f  
y o u  e ven e x pr e ss intere st ,  d i scuss o r  r ese arch i n  t hese are a s  it i s  immed i at e l y  
assumed t h at you bel ieve in it. T he pre sent wr iter had an e x per ience at one o f  
those t ir e some 'ne w  age ' fe stiv al s wh ich be ars t h is out qu ite we l l . After 
ha ving spent a bout 15 m in ut e s  e x pla ining t o  one of t he pu nter s who had come to 



the s t an d  ask ing what t he m aga zine was about s he t hen s ai d, "Ye ah ,  but wh at do 
you act u al l y  bel ie ve ? "  "Not h in g, dear, " I repl ie d , " T h is is a resea rch p ro gram " .  
" Yes " she ins ist e d, wit h  a s ort of  nervous hal f g i ggle , "but what i s  you r  rel ­
ig i o�? "  I s ai d, " Look , l ad y  i f  y ou ' re l ook ing for ans wers t h is hal l  is fu �l 
o f  people who have found e ither t he ult imat e  t r u t h  or t he per fect m as t e r. Go 
an d t al k  t o  t hem i f  t h at ' s what y ou want . But we 're st i l l  ask in g  quest i ons ." 

T he aut hors bel ieve t h at t he important mess age t hat must come from t h is b ook 
is t h at EM is al l knowl e dge of t he e art h : t he e ar t h  as sol i d, as b i os phere , a 
as atm osphe re ,  as megnet osphere . T he anc ients di dn ' t un derst an d  it in t hos e 
te rms.  T he y  unde rst ood t he whol e an d we ' ve l ost t he ' whole ' in ou r cul t u re 
and t h at ,  t he y  bel i ve , is wh y we m ay be he adi n g  t ow ards a nucle ar memes is . Ou r 
mode rn consciousness is a fragment ary consc i ousnes s .  

The re wil l  b e  m ateri Hl of a p ol it ical n at u re i n  t he t e xt .  T h is i s  l arge l y  a new 
de parture in e art h m ys t e ries . A couple of  ye ars ago t he re we re one or t wo 
ins i p i d  ble at ings in t he l e t t e rs col u mn of ' The Le y Hunte r ' which we re on t he 
l ines of  ' keep p ol it ics out of e a rt h  m yster ies ' .  One m ay as wel l  s ay ' keep 
p ol it ics out of l i fe '  - an d acce rt e ve ryt h ing t he r u l e r s  d e cree . Pol it i cs 
perme ates eve ry as pect of li fe an d t h ose escapist rom ant i cs who t hought t h at 
e arth m ysteries was a s afe haven a way from t his re al it y  a re going t o  ·get a 
ru de awakening. Penn ick has al re ady l ooke d at the Nazis invol vement in geom ancy  
in  his spen d i d  book ' Hitler ' s  Se cre t Sciences ' .  Fnr t he fort hcom i ng volume he ' s  
b een studyin g  the appli cat i on of ue omancy in ot he r pol it i c al conte xt s . Fo r 
e xample K rupp has recent l y returne d  from a t rip t o  Chin a with  t remen dous stuff 
on al i gnments incl u ding Mao Tse lun g' s t om b  on t he orig in al Nort h  Sout h 
me ri dinal al ignment in Pe kin g. T he re a re ot her rel e v ant connect ions too  inc­
lu ding t he influence of Odin i s rn on t he Ne w R i ght in France . T h is sect i on of  t he 
book s ounds very int e res t in g  an d wil l  hore fu l l y arouse a fe w wal l ies from 
the i r  slumbe rs . 

T he re will  be ne w m ate rial on t he Renne s �l e -Chat e au x  m ys t e ry wh ich was not 
men ti one d in ' T he Hol y Bl ood an d t he Holy Grail ' .  �his wil l  be m at e ri al o f  a 
sol i d  geomant ic n at u re ,  m ate rial t h at incl u des cl as s ic al t opograph ical l e ys 
us inq  s t ones , chu rc hes an d s h ado w p aths. T h is is m at e ri al t hat has been in 
p ri nf in France for about 16 ye ars . It is whe re Hen ry Lin coln (author of ' Holy 
Bl ood ' )  got his or i gin al ide as from . It was sent t oP ul De vereu x b y  the Ros i­
c ru c i ans . Ros i c ru c i an ge om an cy of t he 16t h an d 17t h centu ries has neve r re al l y 
been invest igat e d  in an y dept h an d De ve reu x an d Penn i ck f ail  t o  un de rs t an d  why 
Lincoln an d his t e am chose n ot t o  in cl u de s o  mu ch of  the l an ds c ape geomet ty o f  
Rennes -l e -Chat e au x  i n  t he i r  much hype d t e xt .  

Ne w m ate ri al on e art h e n er gies will  be inc l u de d . Pe ople who h ave rem ained 
vi rtual l y  unknown l ike Worac who repe at e d  R ie chenb ach ' s  e xpe riments p os it i vel y 
in t he e arl y ye ars of t he cent ur y wil l be cove re d .  As wil l  t he e a rt h  ray 
phot ograph y  o f  t he 1890 ' s .  

Eart hl i ghts wil l  come back in t he UFO sect i on . T his wil l be up  t o  t he m inute 
rese arch be yon d  t hat in t he book ' Eart hl i ght s ' - Deve re u x  an d McCartne y ' s 
e xcellent an d cont rovers i al s ynt hes is of UFOl ogy an d e ar t h  m yster ies . 

T he author ' s we re at pains t o  stress t hat t he book �1ill  in n o  way be  a pot 
boile r. Wel l ,  t hat remains t o  be s een . T he y  cl aim t h at t he informat ion wil l  be 
up to date to t b� t ime t hat the m anus cript is t ype d. It woul d  be d ishonest , 
t he y  s ay,  wort h less an d frust r at in g  t o  do a p ot boile r .  It wil l  be  more t han a 
p rime r t oo .  It wi ll be a prime r on l y  in t he sense t hat i t ' l l  be an int ro duct ion 
t o  the whole s u b ject . But it wont he writ ten at an ABC l eve l . It ·wil l  be  
b rie f within e ach sect i on an d that ' s wh y t he y ' ve chos e n  t he word ' Compen d i um ' 
as it means brie f an d compre hens ive . 



What effec t will the book have on t h e read in g· publ ic?  It ' l l h av e  a number of 
effects . Acad em i cs wil l  for t he first t im e  be abl e  t o  s ee t h e  who l e  su bject . 
This is import an t  because wh at t hey are st il l  doing in deb at e is t aking ' T he 
Ol d St raight T rac k '  an d at t ac kin g t h at .  They d on 't s eem to real i ze t h at t h e  
s u b ject has moved o n  a l ot from "t he in vent i on o f  t h e  wheel " - as t h e  aut hors 
put it . Acad emics u sed t o  s ay for years , "S how us s om e  real l in es an d we ' l l 
inv es t i g at e  t hem " . Then when t hey were shown l in es on t he qroun d a s  in South 
Am erica t h ey s aid , "D i f ferent cul t u ral cont ext " . T he aut ho rs cl earl y hav e g rav e 
doubts about t he s incerit y  of  ac ad em ics , d oubts · which are shared b y  m an y  working 
wit h in earth m yst eries . Paul Screet on ' s rec ent exp erienc e(docum ent ed in his 
pub licat i on 'T he S h am an '  No. 5)  of  being s et u p  an d mis repres ent ed by acad em ics 
is a good c as e  in point . T her e a re l in es of pre-hist o ric s it es wh i ch are s t at ­
ist ical l y  val id and t he a c ad em i cs s ay ,  "Un i qu e" "  or " It 's OK as l on g  as you 
don ' t  call t hem l eys " .  W it h  t h e  weight of m at erial c ol l ect ed from al l over t h e  
worl d it ' s  goin g t o  be m ore and more d i f ficult t o  s ay t h at it 's al l a s il l y 
n ot i on .  If it is t aken in is ol ation it can b e  s een as an ecc ent ric chap 
rid in g aroun d  Hereford s h i re on hors ebac k in t h e  1920's . But n ow peopl e w il l  
be abl e  t o  s ee t h at t h ere are s i mi lar t hin gs al l over t h e  worl d. It ' s  a wast e 
of t ime qu i bbl ing over it . It ' s  a phen om ens t h at exists an d what is imp drt ant 
is t o  find out why .  

For the gen eral pu bl ic it 'll be an exc it in g  fotrnat . It coul d p rovoke int erest 
on an int ern at i onal l evel . The medi a is n o w  int erest ed in the sub ject an 'd a few 
TV  p rograms have been mad e  and broadc ast . T hou gh i t's st i l l  di f fi cu l t  t o  g et t h e  
smal l  m agzi n es out , t he m ess age has final l y  g ot over. M an y  books hav e  been 
p u bl is h ed on t he s u bject . An d t he word ' l ey '  now appears in d ict i on ari es ;  This 
h as al l harp en ed in t he l ast few years . Hop eful l y t he awaren ess o f  t h e  g en eral 
publ ic wil l  be chan ged i f  t he book s el l s  in l a rg e  en ough numb ers . 

It ' l l he int erest in g  t o  s ee what ef fect it h as on t he earth m yst eri es s c en e. 
Nobody working in t he fiel d  has acc es s  t o  al l t he inform at ion and t hat 's 
wh y Devereu x and Penn ick cam e  t o  work t oget her. T hey est imat e that b et ween t hem 
t h ey have 90% o f  what ' s  go in g on . During t he week in Wal es they found t h at 
they ' d put t oget her an ast on ishing num ber of  conn ect i on s . It w as as i f ,  t h ey 
fel t , that t h e  t ext was al read y writ t en an d al l t h ey h ad t o  do w as Xero x it . 
I f  t h e  m ess age g ets across t o  t he ot her res earchers t h at t he sub ject is more 
t h an just t h e  s um of  its p arts t hen ,  t hey feel , we'l l b e  in to a n ew era of 
res earch . 

Geomant ic t rad it i ons have b ec ome fragm ent ed but t he t hreads c an b e  foun d in 
d i fferent pl ac es at d i ffernt t im es . For exampl e, in John Nash 's use of St on e­
h en ge dim ens ions in t he c i rcus at B at h. T h is p roject ed b ook aims t o  put th es e 
v arious t h reads in a cont ext an d rel at e t hem .  Penn i ck and D ev ereux feel t h at 
t h es e  t rad it ions would h av e  sprung spont an eousl y int o b eing in di f ferent p l ac es .  
Pre-urban peorl es l ivin g  c los e t o  t h e  l and wit h  a height en ed s en s e  o f  s ens it iv­
it y would h ave c om e  to s im il ar conclus i ons an y wh ere. 

T he red is c over y  of t his anc i ent perenn i al awaren ess o f  t h e  earth is fun dam ent al 
t o  t h e  surv ival of t he human race.  It is t he prime un d erst and ing o f  an o rgan ism 
on its h ome pl an et . T h at pr ime und erst an din g has been obs curred. T he b iosphere 
is earth - it ' s  l i v in g  eart h . So i f  t his awaren ess c an be rediscov ered we wil l  
beg in t o  relat e t o  t he pl an et as an ot her p art o f  ou rs el v es .  Suc h  an un der­
s t an d in g  would rrec l u d e  t h e  r eal is at i on of wh at 's in t h e  b ac k  o f  s o  m an y  
p eopl e ' s m inds n ow - d o oms d ay .  

Hopeful l y  t h is new t ext wil l  have t he ef fect o f  p ro v id in g  an overv i ew t o  t h e  
s u b ject and p rov i cie an ans wer , i n  p art � t o  t he qu est i on , "Wh at is Earth 
Mys t eri es ? " . Lou is Armst rong was onc e  as ked t h e  qu est ion , " wh at 's jazz? " an d 
he repl i ed ,  " Wel l , man , i f  you don ' t  kn ow what jazz is , I c an 't t ell  you ." 
It ' s  a s im il ar t hin g wit h Eart h Myst eri es .  It 's �h at t hing t ha t  was s ai d  t o  
Eit el about fen g  s hu i , " It ' s wind and wat er. You can 't g rasp the win d an d you 
can 't g ras p t h e  wat er. As Penn ick and Devereu x put it " T he T ao o f  Eart h Myst er­
i es giv es b i rt h  t o  t he t en t hous and t h ings . T h at 's w h at i t  is , i t 's a T ao ist 
appro ach - thou gh we d on ' t work fr om a rel igious p o int of v i ew • • • • •  we ' re al l 
p ag ans an d n at u re rnyst ics . "  C ./t. 

;::_..;-:--- 6 



The Destruction of the Sacred Landscape. 

Soon after the publication of our last issue which included a cutting 
from 'The Observer' newspaper titled 'Army Wrecks Ancient Sites on 
Salisbury Plain' we came aqross the following piece in 'The Guardian!. 
Ancient sites have been disappearing from Britain at an alarming rate 
for years, now this devastation is becoming noticed in the national 
press. As a way of keeping people informed about this we have decided 
to run this section as regular addition to the journal. We welcome 
cuttings ·and contributions. 

G�olden 
egg hunt 
plan that 
ignored 
greed 
By John Ezard 

ONE Mo01.;ay early tn the 
new year, a worried lady on 

.. 
whose land the Rollright 
Stones stand near the Ox· 
fordshlre • Buckinghamshire 
border phoned the Ancient 
Monuments Board to say : 
" There were people digging 
holes all round my 
monument at the weekend. 
They said they were looking 
for golden eggs." 

The board secretary Mr 
Arthur Swift said yesterday : 
"We thought she must be 
joking.'• But the call was the 
first warning sign of a gold 
rush In which thousands (f 
greedy people with a careless 
eye for small print caused 
possibly incalculable damage 
to some archaeological sites. 

Stones which had stood 
straight since i•efore Chrjst's 
birth are. now leanjpg he· 
cause rain seeped uni.ler 
them before tlte surrounding 
holes could be filled in. 

The board•s annual report, 
published yesterday, said : 
"We were appalled to find 
that by the end of March, 19 
scheduled sites and 
monuments and two unsched· 
uled sites had suffered dam· 
age. It has not been possible 
to find the offenders." 

But the culprit - tndi� 
rectly was Cadbury 
Schweppes for overestimating 
human nature and ·literacy. 
The daniage was triggered 
by its Golden Egg treasure 
hunt which 100,000 people 
entered. 

The company · buried a 
dozen caskets arou.od the 
country in locations hinted. 
at by a book of clues. Each 
casket contained a scro� en­
titling the finder to a golden 
egg worth £10,000. 

Gold fever led one band of 
digllers on to a former high 
t-xplo!;ive test range. Many 
others are th�ught to have 
overlooked a note in the 
booklet stressing that no cas· 
kets were hidden on ·sites of 
archaeological importance. 

Mr Swift bas an alterna­
tive explana.Uon : "Clearly, 
the public at large can_not 
recognise an archacoiogical 
site or - if they can -
they don't care. They a�:e 
more Jnterested in finding 
money." 

6 

Of the companv, he �aid : 
" I woultt have thought ai1V· 
body with a bit of intelli­
gence woald have 
.anticipated th�t. there would 
be the usual Idiots who took 
no notice of small 
print." As clues began to 
point to Cornwall, stonework 
of an arch in ruins dated to 
St Prl"n at PerravzabuJqe 
was pulled down and walls 
were dama�ed by hunters 
who thou�ht ·an e�g might 
be buried inside. The site 
was sprinkled with holes 30 
inches square and 18 inches 
deep. 

At the Hurlers stone circle 
at Linkinhorne, Cornwall, 
some of the holes were two 
feet deep. But the most ir­
reparable damage on all the 
20 sites was the disturbance 
to unexcavated archaeological 
strata. 

The board appealed to 
Cadbury•s advertising agency 
which. Mr Swift said. tended 

to pooh-pooh its anxieties. 

However, results came 
when it got the Environment 
Secretary, M� Patrick Jen�in, 
to talk to Cadbury's chair­
man, Sir Adrian Cadbury, a. 
personal friend. According to 
Mr Swift. Sir Adrian ex­

ploded : " What . are my idl· 
ots doing now ? Stop it 
immediately." 

The hunt was converted to 
a paper competition. In se­
crecy C�dbury's staff dug up 
the three golden eggs still 
undiscovered. The board had 
ki lied the gold�n egg 
menace. 

-'!� 
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EVIE s. 

T he Ce lt s b y  T . G.E . row el l . T hame s and Hud son . 1983. £4. 95 Paper . 

W idel y  cla imed as a c l a ssic in it s fir st ed it ion of�1958, t his text i s  r e i ssued in a 
mor e  pr ofuse l y  il l u st r at e d  ed it ion t han b e for e  and st il l act s a s  an e x ce l l ent al l 
r ound intr od uct or y  e ssa y . Powel l  put s t oget her arche ol og ical , l ing uist ic ,  l iterar y  
and hist or ic e vidence t o  d e scr i be a pe ople w ho l ived al l over Europe fr om t he 
Bal kan s t o  Ire l and . Reade r s  fam i l iar w it h  Mart in Brennan ' s  w or k  in ' T he St ars and 
St one s '  w ou l d  not be sur pr ised t o  kn ow t hat t he calendar in Cel t ic Ire l and wa s 
based on l un ar ob ser vat i on s. Not t hat Brennan was l ooking at t he Celt s  but t he ir 
calendar sy st em ind icat e s  a c ont inuat i on fr ombt he �re viou s megal it h ic b u ilder s. 
For t he Cel t s, it seems, t here were n o  b order s�pd'et ic trut h and mundane t r ut h. T r ib al 
kings marr ied t he g odde ss in t he l and scape . W hen t he king g ot old and his phy sical 
vit al it y  wane d  he became a sacr i f ic al v ict im - his vit al it y  b e in �  e quated w it h  t he 
hea l t h  of the l and . 

T his is a schol ar l y  t e xt wr itten b y  an ar c he ol og ic al academ ic . Smal l on specualt ion ,  
b i g  on in format ion . C . A .  

A Dict ionary of Sym b ol s  b y  J.E . Cir l ot ,  
D ict ionar y of Chr ist ian L ore and L e gend 

RKP £5. 95 1983 Ill u st r ated , paper . 
b y  J. C . J  Met ford , T hame s and Hud son ,  

£12. 50, 1983, 283 ill u st s. hardcover . 

In his f orwa rd t o  Cir lot ' s  d ict i onar y of symbol s Her bert Read p r oc l a im s  t hat , 
" symb ol ogy is n ow a sc ience and t hi s  v ol ume i s  a nece ssar y in strument in it s· stud y . " 
A gr and statement fr om a gr and ol d man an d one I d on ·• t know t hat I ' d ful l y  endor se -
n ot u sing t hat sc ience met ap hor anywa y .  But I w ould  end or se Herbert ' s  sent iment : 
Senor Cir l ot has made a pr ofound and int e l l igent st ud y t hat i s  a val uable scource 
of r e ference for student s and rr act ic ione r s  in var ious are a s  of knowle d ge t hr ough 
occult , psychoanal ysi s, a rt ,  compar at ive r el igion s  and m ore . T here are year s of 
scholar ship and lear n ing in t his v ol ume . It is highl y recommen �ed b y  t his rev iewer . 

* 

T he inve st igat i on of l and scape pattern s in t he Br it i sh c oun t r y side in ev it ab l y inv ol ve s  
one in t he st ud y of symbol s  at . Chr i st ian ized sacred sit e s .  T he se symbol s  ar � ·fundamen ­
t a l  t o  We st ern c on sciou sne ss. Howe ver t he mean in g of t he se imp or t ant set s  o f  symb ol s  
ha s bec ome obscure d ue t o  t he secular i sat i on of We stern soc iet y .  Met ford ' s  d ict ion a ry 
of Chist i an symbo�s d ispl ays an impre ssive dept h �f schol ar s� ip and c ou ld be a 
u se ful  t ool in t he hand s of r e sear c her s int o t he Chr ist i an ised l and scape . I ' ve u sed 
it myse l f. and found it a weal t h of in format i on - t houg h  t here were one or two sa int s 
I wanted t o  pin d own but it l ooks as t houg h  t his aut hor hadn ' t  managed t o  d o  so 
e it her . 

C . A .  

7 



Rev iews 

Visi on s  * Appar it i on s  * Al ien V i sit or s  b y  Hilar y  E van s.  Aquar iu s 1984, £9. 95 
Hardcover .  

T he j ac ket b l ur b  cl a ims t h i s  is " t he fir st c om par at i ve stud y of ghost s, appar it ­
i ons, astral d oubl e s, a lien v i sit or s  and man y ot her n on -human ent it ie s w hich ord ­
inar y pe ople have cl aimed t o  come int o cont act " .  T he auth or argue s for t he va lid ­
it y of his appr oach say ing t hat man y r e se ar cher s who deal with such ca se s  -
whether they be spir itual i st ,  UFOl og i st s  or Cat h ol ic p r ie st s- have a mar ked 
tendancy to inter pret phenome � accor din g t o  t he ir own bel ie f syst em . In t h i s  b ook 
the author attempt s t o  r e c ord case s  wit hout the fil t er of a st r on gl y held bel i e f  
system . 

It has been e st imat ed t hat a bout 1 /10 of t he p opu lat i on have had some kind of 
ent it y e xper ience . But onl y  t he hal l u c in at i on t ype of e xpe r ien ce ha s been t reat ­
ed ser iou sly b y  t he int e l l ectual e st ab l i shment . T he gene r al l y  acce pted bel ie f 
sy stem of the intel lect ual-scie 8t i fic e st ab li shment w ou l d  have t o  make maj or 
adj u stment s in or der t o  accomm odate t he ot her kind s of ent it y e xpe r ience.  
Cose quent l y ,  witne sse s face t he d oubl y diff icu lt t ask of r id icule - i f  t he y  make 
their e xper ience public - and of find ing some kind of e xp lanat i on for what they  
saw . 

By t a king the se ca se s  se iou sl y and de al in g  with  t hem obj e ct ivel y t he author i s  
p r ov id in g  a u se ful  c ontr ibut i on t owards t he creat ion o f  a conte xt in which 
such mat ter s can be stud ied and t hence integrated int o t he gene r al l y  ac ce pt e d  
be lie f sy stem . The b ook also act s as a l i st ing and an alysi s o f  ca se s  and t he or ie s  
and , a s  such i t  can m ake r at her dr y read in g a t  t imes.  T h i s  i s  a valuable source 
b ook for re ference.  

T HE E V IDENCE 
T he E v idence 
T he E v idence 
T he E vidence 
T he Ev idence 

Chr is Asht on . 

SER IES • • • • • • • • • • • • • .  Aquar ian Pre ss, 
for 
for 
for 

Al ien Abd uct ion s  b y  John R imme r  
and Ot her Man Be a st s  b y  Bi g foot 

!:JFO 's b y  Hil <lr y  -E van s-

1984, £2 . 50 e ac h  

Janet and Col in 

for V i si on s  of t he Vir gin M8r y b y  Ke v in McC lure --

[w ith ASSAP] 

Bard 

T he sta ted a im of t h i s  ser ie s  i s  t o  " pr ov ide u p -t o-date imp ar t ial m at e r ial and 
c omprehensi ve asse ssment s of t he e v idence for a p ar t icul ar p he n omenon . "  Each of 
t h e se b ooks seem s t o  be we l l  r e sear ched and wel l  wr itten p r ov id ing a g ood 
r ound up and int r oduct i on t o  each of t he sub ject s covered . T he Bar d 's i s  t he onl y  
one of the v ol ume s not t o  have a per sonal asse ssmen t  epil ogue . One get s  t he 
impre ssion that for t he ot her t hree aut hor s  t he " imp art ial " a spect of t he ser ie s  
w a s  a l it t l e  b i t  of a r �st r ict i on .  

T he ser ie s  deal s with  the fr in ge s  of real it y ,  t he b orderl in es of c on sc i ou sne ss 
where the real become s sureal and v ice ver sa.  Wher e  r ad iant v ir g in s  de �cend 
on rays of l ight , m ake cr ypt ic r e velat i on s  and Cat hol ic s  bu ild t emple s  to cel e �  
brate the � e vel)t .  ��her e  al ien s  abduct an d sed uct but  never make t hat l and ing in 
Trafalgar :��6r oad d a y  l ight . W here Ne andert hal man i s  al ways j u st out of came r a s  
reach sl i p p ing int o t he fol iage . Where t he w itne sse s o f  st r ange fl y in g  obj e ct s  
are le ft w ith t he task of fitt ing t oget her w hat t he y  kn ow w it h  what t he y 've been 
t old . T h i s  is a fasc inat ing ar ea of kn owle dge and r e se ar ch an d one wor t h  in ve st ig ­
at ing - i f  y ou d on 't have head pr oblems.  A u se fu l  publ i shing p r oj e ct p r od u c ing 
mat er ia l  by wel l  in formed r e sear c hers .  

C.A . 



Reviews 

Fen g  S hui- T he Sc ience of S acred L and scape in Old C hina - b y  E . J . Eit e l , wit h  a 
c omment ar y b y  John Mic hel l . S ynerget ic Pre ss. 1984 . £3. 75, paper , 96 pg s. 

T his cla ssic t e xt make s  yet anot her r eappearance in it s t hird add it ion since 1973. 
T his t ime it c omes wit h  a r e -w·r it ten for ward b y  John Miche l l  as wel l  as a new a fter ­
word . G one are t he p hot os b y  Ern st Bor schman of t he Pentacle Pre ss e d it ion of 1979 
and in t he ir place are a set of int e r e st in g  il l u st r at ion s b y  T homa s  Al l om .  T his is 
e ssent ial reading for an y one ser iou sl y int e r e sted in geoman c y .  A fine new ed it ion 
o f  Feng S hu i  and a fine n e w  add it i on t o  my  l ibrar y .  T han ks! 

C . A .  

E ccentr ic L ives and Pecul iar Not ion s  b y  John Mic he l l . T hame s and Hud son 1984 
£9.50 hardcover phot os. 

Who c ould be better su ited t o  wr it ing a ·b ook such a s  t his t han John Mic he l l ?  
It ' s  a wel l  w r it ten case book i n  which t he or igin al t hin ke r , as aut hor , document s!; 
ot her or iginal t hin ke r s. T hese are in vent or s, druid s, t r e paner s, soc ial eng ineer s, 
would be soc ial engineer s, bibliomaniacs,  c on spir a c y  t he or ist s  and gener al l y, 
t hose w ho have been fascinated b y  t he unor t hod ox . 

T he b ook is ful l  of sur pr isin g in format i on c om ing fr om t he l ive s of free t hin ker s 
of t he ir d a y . Most of t he se pe ople were r ic h  enou gh t o  be able t o  deve l ope . t he ir 
own str ange interest s. Most were str ong en ough t o  be able t o  handle t he sen se of 
isolat ion t hat can be par t . of be in g dif fe rent . S ome cel ebrated t heir d i f ference s  
l ike Dr . W il l i am Pr ice of Pont ypr idd . Sel f  st yled Arc h  Dru id of Wal e s, his 
appearance was "ancient Wel sh dru id of t he shaman ic depar tment " - l ong hai r  in 
p l a it s, Dave y Cr oc ket hat wit h t he fox ' s  head st ill on it ,·scarlet waist c oat , 
green t r ou se r s, fl ow ing bear d • • • • •  I sa w a play in Cardif f  about Dr . Pr ice once , 
t he me ssage t hat came over most str ongl y was "be you r sel f ,  celebrate y ou r  d iffer ­
ences" . 

T he ' 60's was a t ime when alternat ive ideas were read il y  entertaine d� In t he mood 
of t he ' 80 ' s p osit ion s  have become more ent renched . T his man's w r it ing has had an 
in fluence in shapin g  t he t hou ght of a whole gene r at ion . Let 's hope t hat t his ne w 
vol ume will ha ve some e ffe ct in find ing greater t olerance for ide as t hat �re 
t r ue l y  ind ividual and complet el y 9ifferent . 

Ant i-Fem inist Pa p�r s No. 1 

C . A .  

Sacred Glast onbury : A De fence of Myt h  De filed b y  Ant hon y R obert s. Zod iac H ou se 
1984. 

T h� ver y1 ide a of an ant i - femin i st paper wil l c ome as somet hing a kin t o  b l a sphemy 

;, 

t o  many pseud o-l ibe r al s  and pseud o-r ad ical t hin ke r s .  In some quarter s t he idea has 
already been r e ject ed out of hand because it d oe sn ' t fit in w it h  pre -e st ab l ished 
c oncept s, in much t he same way as many p seudo-sc ient ist s reje cted t he l e y  con cept 
becau se t hat d idn ' t  fit in and b oo-hoo to t he e v idence . T he ide a  of t he e qual it y  of 
women ha s been nailed t o  t he r ad i cal mast for so l ong t hat it and it ' s  man y bast ard 
offspr ing have become de formed dogmas in t he mout hs of t he unt hin kin g, t he 
simpl e  minded and t he sel f-se e kin g. To t he vic ious mout hed per ve yor s  of suc h  coc k­
e yed ideas t he male of t he specie s  is t he hist or ical enemy (if you t hin k t his· is 
an exaggerat ion c he c k  out ' Spare Rib ' ) .  T he vast maj or it y  of adherant s t o  t he se 
ideas m outhe set s  of cl ic he s  ( ' se x i�t ' , ' sex obj ect ' and so on ) and hal f  d ige sted 
conce pt s fr om soc ial ist t hou ght with t he sole pur pose of ad van c ing t he ir own sel f­
i sh end s.  

f .. .  



Re v iews 

Mr Rober t s  ha s wr itten t hi s  bookl e t, which i s  t he fir st in a planned ser ie s, 
spe ci f ic al ly in r e sp on se t o  an ar ticle in ' T he Le y Hunter ' No. 95. In a sen se t he 
art i cle in que st ion i s  one lon g Fre ud ian sl ip in w hich it ' s  aut hor c om pare s G l a st ­
onbur y ' s  main t opogr aphical fe atures -the T or ,  St . Mic hael ' s  Chu r c h  T owe �, Chal ice 
We l l, to par t s  of t he fe male an at om y. T he ar ticle u se s  c oncepts t a ken from t he 
h i st or ic /m y th ic field of e ar th m yste r ie s  to furt her t he unde fined d ogma of fem in i sm .  
T hi s  tact i c  ha s been u se d  b y  fanat ical gr ou ps in t he past l i ke t he Na zi s,fo� 
exam pl e . T a ken i n  i sol at i on the art icle  w ould n ot have pr ompted a b ooklet in r e s­
pon se , h owe ver , it i s  a part of a st yle of  t hin kin g ( n ow fa shionabl e  amon gst 
you n g  women of the m iddle cl asse s) that l ie s  at one extreme of fem in ism. T h i s  st yle 
of t hin king ha s hardl y bee n  chal l e n ged in fr inge /al ternat i ve c ir c l e s  and so t his 
booklet and t he pl anned ser ies ma ke a t imel y  arr i va l .  

It wou ld be  e a sy t o  d i sm i ss t his bookl e t  a s  a n  exce ssi ve and r e act i onar y piece 
of pr opaganda. Bu t to do so would be to read hard l y  be yond t he t it l e s. T here ' s  no 
d oubt t hat Mr Rober ts is e x c essi ve in pl ace s  - hi s att a c k  on T he Le y Hunt er ed i tor 
i s  b ot h  pu zzl in g and d aft . Howe ver he doe s ma ke man y pert inent point s r e garding 
the exce sse s of  fem in i st t hou ght in t he are a  of ' mptr iar c hy ' .  He is at pains t o  
str e ss t hat t he paper s are n ot ant i-women and t hat t he y  are an endeavour t o  f ind 
a m ore bal anced per spect ive in the con fl ict between t he sex e s  t hat ' s  ta king pl ace 
in t he we st n ow. " It i s  ti me for a r edre ssin g of t he b al an ce an d an engender ing 
o f  a shared , hol isti c vi sion be twee n men an d women . "  T hi s  re v iewer couldn't 
agr ee more and r scommend s t hi s  booklet. 

C .A. 

Myth an d Ritual in Chri sti an i ty b y  Al an Wat ts, T haffi and Hud son 1983 £4. 95 
Paper c over . 

Fred Hoyl e recent l y  made t he poin t on a tv pr ogr amme t hat t he ' b i g  bang ' t heor y of 
the or i gin of t he un i verse h as con tinued to so popul ar wit h sc ient i st s  becau se 
the y have a psychol ogical need to be lieve in the first book of Gene si s. T here's n o· 
d ou b t  it Chr i st ian it y cont inue s to b one of the h.1cic bu i l d in g  bl oc ks o f  We stern 
c on sc iou sne ss. Just how much con ce pt s  fr om the Jurle ao-Chr i st ian -Islam ic trad iti on 
a f fect our thou ght is d i fficu l t  t o  sa y. Mr Wat s, in t alkin g ab out how d i f feren t 

pr inc i pl e s  came t oq�ther to ··make up.ChJ ·an t hou ght say s, " t he resu l t i ng 
c on fu si on ha s been so v ast ,  an d has so muddled 11e stern t hou ght , t hat a l l  our 
cu rrent term s,  our ver y l an gu a ge , so part a ke of  the c on fu si on t hat t he y  can hard l y  
st r a i ghten i t  ou t." 

T he aut hor anal yse s  the symbol s that make up Ch1 ist ian m yt h  l ar ge ly in t he c ontext 
of t he c ycle of fe stival s in t he Chr i st ian year. T hi s  b ook, and I ' ve found the same 
t hin g w it h  man y o f  Al an Watt s' books,  i s  l uc idl y � it ten an d ful l  of man y u se ful 
in si ght s. His easil y ac cessab l e  st yle c om plemrr ts hi s w ide schola r shi p in t he 
area of c om parat i ve r e li gion in which he was n vur l d  aut h or it y .  Moti fs in the 
Chr i st ian stor y are somet ime s con tra sted wi h � j,til ar mot i fs in ot her rel i gi ou s  
sy stems c onte x t u al i sin g t he st or ie s  qu ite n ic l�. 

T hi s  is a n on -par tisan accoun t  o f  a su bject wll J' h i s  a iniost alwa y s  col oured b y  
d ogma,  emot ion and subje cti ve inte r e st. Re cornmr>t Hied . 

C . A. 
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the 
DRUIDS AND PYTHAGORAS 

The Dru ids - Magici ans of the West 
Pythagoras - Lover of Wisdom 

. 1983 , £3 . 95 
by Ward Rutherford , Aquar�us ,1984, £4•95 paper. 

Ward Rutherford made fine contributions to the earl y editions of Quicksil ver 
Messenger. He is the author of man y historical books , p l a ys and novel s . as wel l 
as being an ex-broadcaster . He lives in Brighton ai1CI"as a useful and , IIhope , 
an interesting wa y of re viewin g these two books we made a recorded con versation 
about some of their themes . 

� What are the ma in themes that l ink these two books ? 

Ward Rutherford: Wel l, they come together in this rather extraordinary wa y: 
there is a pers istent rumour that crops up in a l ot of the l ate cl assical referen­
ces to Pythagoras that he.was actual l y  instructed b y  a British druid. This man 
Abaris was a very mysterious man who was described as a priest of the Hyperborean 
Apol l o .  Qu ite a l ot of peopl e say that he in fact was a dru id. Some peopl e even 
go further and say it was not the dru ids who instructed Pythagoras but Pythagoras 
who instructed the dru ids . This was Pythagorean ism in a Celtic guise. It ' s  hi storic 
nonsense , a piece of Greek chauvin ism .  None the l ess there is this pers istent 
rumour. I personal l y  don 't think it ' s  true. But there are simil arities between 
Celti c  dru idism and Pythagorean ism .  

QsM: Who was Apol l o ? 

W . R . : Nobod y real l y  knows who Apol l o  was . He was , yes , a Greek god. But he wasn 't 
by ancestr y a Greek god as the Greek myths themsel ve�_acknowl edge. He was a god 
from the north. Now nobod y knows exactl y what north they ' re talking about . But 
it is possible that they are talkin g  about a Celtic god. There is a Celti c sun 
god cal l ed Bel enos who bears many simil arities ·of Apol l o  but in point of fact 
you can find a l ot of other deities l ike the Mesopotamiam Bhamash who is also 
very l ike Apol l o. 
But the name of Apol l o  is very mysterious . One etymology says it means ' devoid 
of multitude! In other words ' one ' ,  and he is frequentl y addressed as ' The One '. 
But there ' s  anothe r et ymol ogy that says yes , there is certainl y  a Celti c god 
cal l ed Maponos - the young son . Apol l o  was certainl y  a young son. He was the 
son of Zeus . The Cetl ic Maponos was a solar god , Apol l o  was a sol ar god. 'Ap ' 
means the same as 'Map ' in Celti c .  It means son. So it is j ust possible the 
Greeks did pick up a Celtic god and the Maponos became Apollo. 

Q).P:what connection was there between the Celts and the Greeks of the cl ass ical 
Worl d ? 

W . R . :  Quite considerabl e .  It's qu ite possibl e that Pythagoras himsel f.,, and 
extremel y likel y that his father , came to Britain trading for s i l ver.and tin . 
He was a tradesman and artesan in precious metal s. It is very l ikel y that he 
got sil ver from Brita in . 

QsM : Isn ' t  there a stury that Jean Markal e rel ates about a Celtic expedition 
goin g to Delph i ? 

W . R.: Oh yes . That was in 270 BC if my memor y serves me right. The Celts 
organ ised a joint exped ition - these were not uncommon in the Celtic worl d .  It 
was l ike a crus ade. They marched on Delphi as it happened during the l ate autumn , 
and didn 't reach it until th e winter . Mount Parnasus i s  sti l l  a place where they 
have winter sports in greece (I was there in the summer and it seems hardl y 
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credibl e. But; in fact it; is a winter sport; ing cen t;re ). And snow fel l  • The 
int;erest in the story is that as the Celt i c  host was marchin g  on Delphi "the 
oracl e was cons ulted and she said "I shall be saved b y  t;he whit;e virgins ". Th is 
was a typical l y  oracul ar ambi guous st;at;ement: , b ut; it; ' s  been taken "that t;he 
'wh i te virgins' were in- fq�ct; t;he·· snows which feli .  Thi s  forced "the Celt:ic 
army which had already don'e bat; t; l e  wit;h the Greeks , t;o ret:reat l eaving i t;s' 
own wounded behind it;. 

QsM : Didn ' t;  -they make it; t;o Delph i "though ? 

W.R. : They act;ual1y m2de it to the shrine. And t;he shrine had been st;ripped of 
all its' treasure. Not; by t;he Cel t; s ,but; in t;he knowl edge that; they were coming. 
It; is said "that; t;he Cel tic l eader stood in t;he treasuries and l aughed because 
"they had "taken t;he "treasure. The impl ication is that; was not; what; they want;ed. 
He hadn ' t;  come t;o st;eal gold , he had come for some more arcane purpose. What; t;hat; 
was h ist;or y  doesn ' t;  t;ell us. But; al l our sources are Roman and Greek. 

QsM: Aft;er "that Delphi became Apol l o ' s  shrin e , d idn ' t;  i t; ? 

W.R. : Wel l , Delph i  became Apol l ' s  shrine round about; 1,500 BC . Hi t;hert;o i t;  had 
been the shrine of the Earth Mother.whom the Greeks cal l ed Demeter.or Gaia. She 
cert; ainl y wasn 't; a Greek god. She was a god of t;he indiginous popul at;ion of the 
Greek peninsular who were swamped b y  the arri val of t;he in vading Greeks. The sig­
ni fi cance of the change is , and what I "think i t;  sign ifies mysel f ,.is the 
recogn it;ion b y  the Greeks of the mal e rol e in concept ion . This comes into Aeschyl us 
in t;he play 'The Orest; i i  ' in wh ich l!.pol l o  figures as , one could almost say , t;he 
main character. He is t;he constant ad visor of Orest; ies. Ln the end Orest; ies is 
"tried before a kind of cel estial court; for having kil l ed his mo-ther and he ' s  
aquitted. He i s  aqu itted on , t o  us , extraordin ary grounds 'that; t;he important; 
person in the conception of a child is the father because he provices t;lle seed. 
The mother is the mere earth, in wh ich i t  is l ai d. And I think "the change 
would be t;he ver y  fundamental one to r�l igious ideas when sudden l y t;he mal e  
became the more impor-tant; figure. 

QsM: Prior t;o -that t;he femal e had been t;he impor-tant; figure . 

W.R. : Yes because "there had been no idea "that the mal e pl ayed any rol e. Not every 
L�t;ercourse brin gs about; a ch ildb ir-th. And in any case thi s  was some-thin g done 
rat;her casual l y. The Cel t;s ceratinly bel ieved for a l on g  l on g  time t;hat; a 
woman bec�e pregnant when a depart;ed soul entered int; o  her body by some ruse 
o.F its own. It; could d isguise itsel f as a fl y and be swal l owed in a drink. Or 
i t;  could become a piece of food on a pl at;e , i t; would ent;er her body and she 
bec�e pregnant;. This is t:he origin of some of t;he reincarn at:ion bel iefs. 

QsM : With in  the femin ist; movement; at; t;he moment; there i s  a dESire to rewrite 
h ist;ory t;o show "that; all t;he or iginal ancien t;  knowl edge was feminine based. It; 
seems from what; you ' ve been saying that; the emphasis d id swi t; ch from femin ine 
based t; o  mascul ine b ased rel igion wit:hout; a balanced phase inbet;ween. 

W. R. : It: ' s  ext;remel y diffi cult; t;o rewrit;e pre-hist;or y  on t;he b as i s  of the know­
l edge "that we have. It ' s  poss ibl e ,  though I t;.hink dubious , that somet; i me in the 
fut:ure we wil l be abl e  t; o  say th is is t;he sequence of event;s. I "th ink , mysel f ,  
that; "there were t; wo paral l el strains in t;he prehistori c  view of the supern atural . 
One was t;he mat;ernal one whi ch saw thw woman as "the brin ger of new l ife and 
therefore "tended to see the important; deit; y as femin ine .  Th is mani fest;ed i t;sel f 
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among peopl es who had a sedentar y agricu lture. The theroy i s, and I certa inly 
bel ieve it to be true , that wh ile the men were out hunting the women began to ' 
pl ant and the growth o6 the seed from the earth was a s ymbol, an all egory on • 

t11e growth of the seed in the womb - whether. in the woman or in an animal . 
Parall el with that amon g  n on -sedentar y agricul t ural peopl e , those who had 
adopted a hunting or mixed huntin g/pastoral /fishin g  economy there grew up the 
shaman. He was mascul ine and he was el iti st. Whereas the femin ine K""ccth Mother 
rel igion was commun al. Ever ybod y went out into the country s ide and ,  to put it 
crudely ,  they worked the�nselves up into a state of ecstas y in wh ich they actua ­
l l y  bel ieved they were possessed b y  the deity they were worsh iping wh ich was 
invariabl y femin ine. The survi vals of th is are things l ike the Voodoo Cult , 
the Candomal i Cul±,Braz il where peopl e do go up into the forest , they light 
candl es , they have fl ares , they play drums, they take drugs • • •  and they ultimat ­
el y do become in an extraordin ary wa y possessed. One or the other of them will 
suddenl y fal l  on the ground , the white of her· eyes wil l  show, she ' l1 start 
writh ing bel ieving hersel f to be the in carnat ion of the dei t y. We even have an 
American to whom th is has happened in voodoo • . An Ameri can researcher went into 
th is trance and her eyes xoll,ed up and they all said "Oh , she ' s  been possessed 
b y  the love goddess Azul i ! "  
But paral l el to th is there is somebod y who is special ist • .  He alone can comun ic­
ate with the spirit world .  He has special gifts : they start with the fact that 
he ma y have one finger more on his hand ox on e tooth more in h is head makes him 
a freak. He eme�ges ultimately as the shaman . The shaman goes into trance but 
he onl y  can do it . If you go to a shaman ic ' service ' as it were , you ' l l  have 
th is one man who is assisted in a sense by the peopl e there - all wa iting , all 
bel ieving - but he go�s into a trance and rel eases the spirit from h is body . 
Then his body is inhabited by a spir it . Now these two groups axe always in 
oppos ition i:.o one another . This is wh y witchcraft is always feared . The witch 
is the woman at hex most terrifying . 

QsM :_ Can you see a xe -emexgance of that in modern society ? 

W . R . : Yes , I think you c�1 see a lot of signs ox you could say it ' s  never really 
been dead . There is th is mascul ine fear of the woman. And i t  is the fear of the 
woman in her gu ise of the witch . This goes very fundamental l y  into the h uman 
spirit : the fear of the Castrating Mother for example. And equal l y  there is th is 
feminine fear of th is el itist , dominatin g ,  mascul ine , shaman istic trend . And 
every time you come across this shaman istic trend whether it ' s  in Lapl and ox in 
Greece at the time of Pythagoras it ' s  very anti -femin ist. 

QsM : The most successfu� of the world ' s  major rel igions have been of the shaman ist 
type that you describe . 

W . R. :  Yes , I th ink that ' s  true . But in al l the major rel igions you can find 
signs of thP femin ine and where the femin ine has been repressed it comes out as 
fox exampl e in the Bl essed Virgin Maxy of Cathol icism. It has to have it - Jung 
makes thi s  point . I 'm not necessaril y a Jungian but I think he 's ri ght in this 
that the Earth Mother has to emerge again . 

QsM : So i t  l ooks as if in the more successful rel igions there is some kind of 
balance . 

W.R . : Yes , I think there is . I think they have discoveres a su ccessful synthes is , 
I bel ieve this to be necessary : it ' s  the ying and yang. I very deepl y believe in 
th is partnersh ip of commun ity between woman and man. I .don 't bel ieve that any 
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man sees the world accuratel y. And I do�'t bel ieve that an y  woman sees the world . · 
accur�tel y .  An accurate view of the world i s  onl y  real l y  emerges from the vision 
of the

' 
two of them . 

· 
· ·· �· 

• QsM : The Pythagorean Cult is an exampl e of an el i t i st cul t , then • • . • .  

W . R :  Oh yes ver y much .  

W.R . : Would there have been an t; women at all in vol ved ? 

W.R : Wel l th is is controverti al. There is a pl a y  cal l ed the 'Lady Pythagorean ' 
written by a Greek pl aywrite. But the wieght of the evidence is otherwise. 
The Cult of Apol l o  whi ch was beginn ing to take off round about the eighth cen­
tury BC but reached its apogee about the 6th century BC and continued thereafter, 
was very mascul ine dominated. The aphorisms around the ··shr ine said , for exampl e, 
'KEEP WOMEN UNDER RULE '. There is no doubt that the "" Pythagorei3!Js were very much 
invol ved in , and so was Apol l o �  in fitn ess , in ath l et ics . In fact at the shrine 
of Apol l o  there is sti l l  a big arena • The Delph ic games , the Pyth i an Games , 
were second onl y  to the Ol ympics in importance in Greece . Now the Ol ymp ic 
games and all the games in G�eece were cl osed to women because the participants 
were alwa ys nude. In fact the word 'gymn asia ' means a pl ace of nakedness. Cert - · 
ainl y the Pythagoreans had gymnas ia. 

· 

One also has to take into account that Greek societ y  at the time was patri archial . 
As patriarchial as say Moslem society is now .  And although man y highy Lntel l i gent 
Greek women emerged nontlu!!) ess , when tlle ol d mcm-

had his friends rctmd , for drinks 
�ife kept out of the way. There were no d inner parties at which the wife was 
present. 

QsM : St Paul of Christ ianity seems to have had sim i l ar ideas, doesn 't he ? 

W . R . : Yes,wel l he was obvi ousl y some one who had a b i as again st the sex. 

QsM : While research ing your book on the druids did you come across an un­
acknowledgf7d heritage in Brita in and the west ? 

W.R. : The Celts , I real ised , had had a very domin ant infl uen ce ,  so dominant upon 
our heritage th at even a l l  the successful wa ves of .i� �aders : the Romans , Saxons , 
Jutes , Anles , Normans did no-th in g  to obl iterate it . We sti l l  do th ings that be.:.. 
long to the Celtic world. There are man y exampl es : in Abbot ' s  Bromley every 
year they have the stag dan ce. The horned god was a Celtic god and his feast 
was in September wh ich is the same month as the stag dance . 

QsM To what extent are the modern day druids who frequent Stonehenge at 
the solstice carriers of the ancient knowledge ? 

W .. R . : I would hes itate to sa y not at al l but not very · much in my own v·iew ,  

QsM : So when d i d  the break occur ? 

W. R . : Wel l , the break occured with the Romans. With the occupation of Britain. 
Druidism was prohib ited b y  the Romans . There were pl aces where the Romans weren ' t  
invol ved l ike Scotl and a:nd Irel and s o  there the dru ids to some extent continued 
or weren 't pol l uted - i f  that ' s  the right word - b y  other sources . So the break came 
then. The ones who were prob abl y the most potent were probabl y the Wel sh ones. 
I suspect that they conti:Jued by the ruse • • . ; • there had been a stage in Celtic 
prehistory • • • •  and this is qu ite common in shaman ism - tbe shaman i s  also a bard , 
he 's the myLholoque of his F eopl e - and there had certain l � been a time when the 
three associated bod ies - the dru ids , the bards amd the ' vates' or 'ovates • who 
were the di viners - had been merged. But they spl it up and each went the�r own 
way .  But when the Roman occupati on occured I think t �e druids took up the harp 
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again . I suspect that the bards were infact druids who found a way of CQntinui�g 
th<tia: act i vities under cover , as it were . 

QsM : This shaman ist ic element l inks druidism and Pythagoras and right now you 
are working on a book on _ shaman ism .  How is i t  coming along ? 

W. R . : Wel l , at present i t ' s  hardl y more than a synopsis . ·  I am hoping to add some ­
thing new to the subject thou gh it has already been exhaustivel g covered by 
admirable writers l ike M .  El iade . My own personal interest .in i t  is not an 
anthropological one but .in the survi val of shaman ist ic ideas and also their . 
revi val • It is as if they are carried in the human P?Y�he and they have to come 
up again . To gi ve an exampl e :  the revi 73l of shaman ism wh ich we are most famil ­
iar with is the one whi ch occurred in the middl e of the 1 9th cen t ury wi th spir i t ­
ual ism .  This is pl ainl y very shaman ist i c :  here i s  somebody who alone has the 
gift of commun icat ing with the spirits . He does it by goin g  into a trance and 
bein g  inhabited by a spirit . Very shaman i st ic .  But wh y did it re -emerge ? That ' s  
what interests me . 
Al l tha major rel igions have their shaman istic el ements .  It qu i�e marked in 
Cabbal ist ic Juqaeism . Ln Chr ist ian i t y  you have the fact that Christ underwent 
the t ypical shaman ist ic experience . He died and was reborn . This i s  an essen t i al 
qual i fication of a shaman he must die and he must be· reborn . Ln Norse mythology , 
Odin whose des ignat ions incl ude that of ' The Great Shaman ' ,  died and hung inine 
days on the worl d tre� . , It was because of this death his sacrifice of himsel f 
to himsel f that he aqu ired his magi cal gifts and the gifts of poetry wh ich are 
always cl osel y in terl inked . .  

QsM : To what extent was t�re a shamanistic renaissance in the 1 960 ' s  when peopl e 
b.egan takin g  psychadel ic drugs on mass for more than just pl easure ? 

R .  W. : I don ' t  th ink you can find one example of shaman ism where drug takin g  
isn ' t  in vol ved . .  If you g o  t o  Lapl and they t ake fl y agaric , the red capped mush ­
room . If you go to South America they take the peyote cact us the source of mesca­
l ine . If you came to Britain there were several that the druids used one of wh ich 
was supposedl y  a mushroom - which now c� be found in Wal es onl y . It ' s also poss ibl e 
that they produced a rou gh form of heroin or opi um from the poppy seed . 

QsM : You refer to the shaman ist ic cul t s  as being mascul ine and el i t .ist . Do you 
also see el it ism in femine t ype cul t s  inpari cular modern so cal l ed femin ism ? 

W. R . : I th ink there is thdt danger in modern femin ism . Qne does see a very al arm­
ing el it ist trait in it •. . While I re�:1rd patriarch y as ut:.terl y damnable I don ' t  
want to see the opposite either . I think progress can onl y  b e  made i n  terms of 
partnership . I th ink it is a jo�nt view that is important . 

QsM : Can you see that bal ance and partnership emerging_ ? 

W. R . : Thi s  disadvantage that thEre was in a patriarchial s ystem was a human race 
disadvantage rather that just a femin ine disadvant age . Because if you ' ve got hal f 
the human race excl uded from pol it ics the very makin g ofl the societ y  in whi ch you 
l i ve is obvi ousl y goin g to be a warped one .  But equal l y  people are going to revolt 
against one in wh ich one sex says "we onl y  represent peace , we on l y  represent 
sanit y " . We need a femin ine san i t y and common sense • We need mascu l ine san i t y  
an d  common sense • But both sexes are equa l l y  capable o f  insan it y .  

QsM : Thanks . Cl X Z xz rxxx rg X n:; XXXXXXX2 
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The S�ars and �he S�ones by Mar�in Brennan .  Thames and Hudson 198� £ 12 cl o�h 
(pho�os and many i l l us�ra � i ons ) .  

Ten years .in �he makin g �h is book ·is a firs� cl ass p�oduc� ion COI)_�ain ing .as i� 
does , a profusion of drawin gs and pho� ographs_  of megal i �h ic ar� and mon umen�s 
in Irel and . The book is a record of �he authors inves� i ga� ions -in�o �he as�ro ­
nomical s i gn i ficance of major megal i �h i c  s�ruc� ures , ma inl y in �he Boyne area . 
He spends some � ime on �he s i gn i ficance of decora�ed s�ones . 

This is a de�e� i ve . stqry �old wi�h ski l l .  A s�ory �ha� cas�s l igh� on �he 
enigmas of �he decom�e_d s�ones and �he passage mounds . Working from an . 
in�ui�ive hunch Brenn an and his . eo-workers es� abl ish a scien� i fic basis for 
�hier concl usions . They found �ha� "�he mounds were accura�e sun cronome� ers 
whose s�ru�ures are a cel bra� i on of l i gl}.� and measuremen� .  " 

• :: . \  /' .. • ,; t "  "'�..' 
This book could be a val uabl e. weapon in �he ' scien� ist 02 savages ' debate -
abou� pre -h istoric man .- if nn ybody s t i l l  feel s ( :tha� �h is par icul ar deba�e 
needs argu ings af�er �his book �ry stuffing ' The S� ars and S�ones ' down �heir 
�hroat - i� migh� be moxe product i ve �ha� � alk . Thi s  excel l en �  vol ume is 
i l l us�rated on · almost every page by pho�graphs and �he au�hor ' s  own l ine 
drawings . It ' s  a grea� vi sual record of �he ��ronomy of · megal i thic mounds . 
I� would make a fine addi� ion � o  �he l ibrary of an yone seriousl y in�erest ed in 
pre -h istoric man , his love for the l i ving pl ane� and his self�percei ved pl ace 
in �he cosmos . 

C . A .  

Lord of �he Underworld ; ( Jun g and the 20�h cen t ury ) b y  Col in Wil son , Aquarian 
1984  £7 . 95 cl o�h cover . 

Inner Journe!J..S :  Visual isa� i on in Gro�h and Therapy by Gal l egos and Renn ick .  
Turns� one 1984 £4 . 95 .  Paper . 

Carl Gustav Juh g ,  �he Alpine ps ychoanal ys� , has proved �o be one of �he most 
infl uen t i al in tell ec�s of �he 20th century· .. Th is biograph y , wri��en in an 
eminen�ly readabl e and l ucid st yle , is in no wa y sycoph an � i c  �aking as i� does 
an objec� ive and as�ringent approach to �he doc�or . Col in Wil son has �he 
abil i � y  �o cap�ure �he reader 's in teres� �n �he first page and �hen ma in � ain 
i� through �he series .· of �urn ing poin�s and con;f.l i c�s in Jung ' s  l i fe . 

Tha constant cl aim made -b1J' .Jun g to be a sc;ien � is"F : is found �o be a source of · 

serious confl ic� wi�hin him ,  for the biographer ma in � a ins �hat he was 
nas ical l y  a roman� i c .  Th is concl usion i$ no� made as a cri t i cism .  Wi l son says , 
"a romtm� i c  i s  basi cal l y  ·a person who. f:ee.-Is t·ha� l ife is ful l  of h idden

. 
mean ­

ings . . • .  and recogn ises �hat �he probl em l i es in our: own l imita�ions " .  He: 
goes on �o say �hat as wel l as bein g a Roman� i c  Jung was al so a real is� who 
devo�ed his l ife �o a search for mean in g .  

On e  of Jun g ' s  major breakthroughs came in h i s  wprk wi�h wha� h e  �ermed ' �he · 
ac� i ve imagina�ion ' .  This occurred during a period in his l ife when he wen � 
�hrough some sor� of nervous breakdown fol l owing his sch i sm wi�h Freud . He 
found �hat he could con verse wi �h characters who had some sor� of l ife of their 
own with in his subconscious mind . He ach ieved �his . s� ate by a l l owing �he con ­
�ents of his subje� i ve mind �o merge with �he con�enis of his objec� i ve 
mind - a mixing of �he sub-ccmscious and conscious . 

Col in Wil son provides us with an in �eres� ing anal ysis of �he anal ys� ' s  l ife . 
I� is no� a book of �he ' Jun g as guru ' school bu� ma in � a ins a cri t i cal object ­
i vi � y  of a fi gure who has become grea� l y  revered in cer� ain . circl es . He does 
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th is without fal l in g  int o  the trap of being catt y  - a faul t of man q Engl ish 
wri ters looking for a short cut t o  accl aim b y  attacking wel l  respected figures . 
Recommened reading and a t i t l e  wh ich wil l  go onto the reading l ist of freshmen 
at the Quicksil ver Un i vers i t y  when it opens • . 

�ere Wil son devotes an appendix to the subject of the act ive imaginat ion two 
Americans have done a series of experiments with it and have produced a book 
of case h istories . The authors have the enthusiasm . of amateurs and go at the 
act i ve imaginat ion ( what they cal l  ' guided iniaget:y ' )  "with a zest that produces 
some interest ing results . The book has a smal l -campus -in -the-Mid -West feel about 
it : sincere , ernest and ·sl i ght l y  nai ve .  That having been said it does serve as a 
good companion t o  ' Lord of the Underworld ' being a pract i cal appl ication of a 
techn ique that Jung h ims�l f never described with a great deal of clari t y . 

(/)-� ... . . l \� 
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Newgrang , winter solstice 

Martin Brennan 

C . A .  
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GEOMANTIC REFEXIONS . the new tandsca.pe artists 

Th is is a new series wh i ch deals wi th the work of art ists using 
geoman t i c  focal poin ts as a cen tral them� · �n their work . 

ChristopherCastle 
• .. , J " 

Music was the main out l et for Chr istopher Ca.s-'tl e  ' s  creat i ve bent unt i l  the age of 
16 when he took up paintin g  wh i l e  st i l l  a school boy .  This was in the - earl y  ' 60 ' s , 

the very earl y ' 60 ' s , and - by., the t ime he was 1 8  he-knew that wha t  he real l y  wan t ed 
to do in l ife was pain t . He ·father being one. for c�mpromise suggested architecture 
but to no ava i l . Up unt .J l  that t ime the most interest in g  peopl e that C. C .  had 
met were art st udents". Art school s were hot beds of creat i vi t y  and the semin al 
though ts of the t ime and he decided that that was the pl ace to be . From 1 9 65 to 
1 969 he wen t to Ravensbourne Art School in south London . There he became interested 

in Ori ental rel igion and practi sed meditat ion , yoga and breath ing excerises . 
There was more sat isfact ion in the direc·t' expl:h:ience offe:red by Eas�ern - rel igion 
than what passes for spirit ual exper ience in the soggy . ;'pfi!w-s of many·Lweste.rn 
churches . Th is feel ing was shared by man y of his generat ion . 

The search for spirit ual exper ien ce was very much in the air _ during the m id to 
l ate s ixties . c . c .  became invol ved with the Friends of the Western Budhists 
during that t ime and in fact wrote a thesis on the lnntler mean ing of Tibetan 
Art . Inevitabl y th is interest in the East showed itself in mandala infl uen ced 
pain t ings from about 1 9 65 . Qne great friend of that period was Richard Caston 
who also was very much int o  the spirit of the Orient . At some st age they came to 
the concl usion that al l th is eastern stuff was al l very wel l b ut , they were st i l l  
in Engl and . At that point a reading o f  Geoffrey Ashe ' s  books on Arth ur and Michel l ' s  
'Fl ying Sauc$r Vision ' helped to open up the in ate spi:r·i t ual · dimension in the 

l andscape . 

Another way in whi ch spit itual dimensions were being explored wa$ through the 
use of psychadel i cs .  C . C.  dropped his first acid trip ( as it were ) in Paris in 
1 965 - before i t  was ill egal . He fel t a great affin i t y  with the rock musicians 

of the period as they were wri t in g  about what he was doin g .  He reel s i t  was. 
a "j oint adven t ure " . LSD was the right th ing at the right t ime .  It was a chance 
to expl ore h is own consciousness - the internal equ i val en t  of the atom borlzb . 
He was introduced t o  i t  by "some ver y bri ght people "  and at the t ime i t  didn ' t  
have the connotat ions o f  i l l egal it y .  It didn ' t  have the same rin g  o f  paranoia 
as what was devel oped l ater after al l the bad publ i ci t y  and b ad press . "It 
turned me on t o  the visual . The fl exib ilt i y  of the visual to one ' s  own state 
of m ind . " 

Some of the major infl uen ces of the t ime were those h� was h anging around wit� 
at art cal l . R i ch ard Cast on 's m.et iculqus- st yle l eft its mark and t;hen of course 
there was Paul Deve:ieux who was also a good friend 'at the t ime . Devereu'x was 
into all sorts of 'th in gs l ike strobe l i ghts fl ashin g on ·· ·ana off in . his fl'a-t . 
"His paint ings were amazin g  at; that t ime . " These three arr i ved at similar 
concl usions about 'the sacred , the l andsdape and art at about; the same t ime . What 
happened was this : a search for mean ingful spirit ual experi en ce wh ich l ed 
through psychadel i cs and eastern rel igion and then findin g  a few key books 
which crystal ised a feel in g  alread y present . Inevi t abl y John Mi chel l ' s  name 
crops up at this stage . Visits were already bein g  made to Gl astonbury and a 
search was on for indiginous spirit ual roots . "The landscape i s  where you come 



fro� . We are par-t of 'the 1 and . 
I fel l  par-t of 'the l andscape of 
'this coun-try and general l y  par-t 
of 'the ear-th . I-t ' s  'to do wi'th 
';on'tactin g  ( he bea-ts 'the fl oor 
wi'th h is fis-t ) 'the real 'thin g .  
Pha't 's wha-t we were a l l  in't o  and 
j us-t enj oyed bein g  ou-t in the 
l andscape . Not j us-t a iml essl y 
wandering bu't .findin g  there 
were focal points in the l and­
s cape wh ich were almos-t unrec­
ognised and wh ich could provide 
a key in'to findin g  ou-t about 
onesel f. This is wha-t rel i gi on 
should do and �e found a f�rs't 
hand experience in 'the l and ­
scape . It wasn '-t someth in g  we 
dream-t up and superimposed it 
was ac-tual l y  'there . Do you 
unders-tand what I 'm sayin g ?  
I't i s  s ubjeq't i ve anf I ' m  into 
sub-ject i ve modes of 'though-t . 
Because for me even 'the _most 
objec-t i ve modes of 'thou gh-t are 
subject ive and open 'to interp­
re-ta-t ion .  • 

Devereux and Cas-t l e  were han ging 
around 'toge-ther and infl uencing each other in all kinds of ways . Another infl. uence 
was •a very sens i -t i ve man atld highl y poe-t ic who now l ives in a house he built in 
'the Hebredies . There were t imes when the cit y  .would ge't 'too much for h im and 
he 'd be drQ�k for days on end .  We infl uenced each o-ther 'though . I't was very good r 
very creat i ve . The music and mood of 'the 'time were very infl uen t ial . "  He 
recall s  a •legendry 'tr ip • . to Gl as-tonbury .Tor wi'th 'the Budhis'ts . They were doing a. 
b i t  of chan-tin g  ( • al l very 1 960 •s • )  when suddenl y a formless shape sho-t �ut 
of 'the 't ower and hi't one of 'the Budhis't who 'then fel l  abou-t gabbl ing . . . . . . .  · _. . 

Af-ter coll ege 'there was 'the oppozt un i t y  to l i ve and work w�'th a. group of ar-t ist from 
the s ame col l ege in Sou'tnern Spain . This was •an idyl l i c period " .  At tha-t t ime 
his in'terst in 'the l andscape was "cosmol ogical l y  orient ated , seeing l andscape as 
an ex-t ernal isat i on of a s-tate of being so 'tha-t 'the ear-th becomes-the earth inside 
onesel f. The �orizen is 'the conjuntion be-tween heaven and e�r'th so you have to 
deal wi'th tha-t . I was usin g  the l andscape as a sor-t of s-tage se't and in corp�r­
at ing l ots of elemental fi gures and metamophi c  figures . When I 'tra vel l ed down 
through Spa in I saw Heiron ymous Bosch ' s  paint ings in ihe . Prado . He has wonderful 
metamorphi c  ��ages j ust straigh-t out of the unconscious . No muckin g  abou-t . And 
so beaut iful l y  done . So I was 'tr� in g to use elemen-tal qual ities in my p i ct ures 
bu-t not over-tl y  so . I 'tried to make it_ a b i t  more sub-tle so you do a doubl e 
take when you l ook at a J?.i ct ure . I't ' s  a con t inua-t ion of 'the mandal a idea - 'the 
diagram where you try to . pl ace yousel f within the image . Maybe by doing this 
over a period of t ime in the crea-t ion of 'the 'thing yoU build a struc-t ure whi ch 
is an external isat iqn of a struct ure inside yoursel f. So i -t ' s  an a l chem i cal 
process .  You 're · working with elements and trying 't o  refine 'them and in the proc­
ess you 're refin ing y0ur own percept ions . Al so you 're manipul at in g  and transfor ­
ming el ements from the earth , the ·pa in-ts , into a more re find 'thin g  of 'the spir i.t . 

•, , 't . 



I� 's an incrdeible process , absol u�el y unbel ievable . I� � akes place before your 
eyes- i� 's �he grea�es� joy of bein g a pa in�er �o see tha� process �aking pl ace . 
I� ' s  l ike holdin g  a magic wand �o be con�rol l ing �ha� process y oursel f .  You 're 
real l y  on �he poin �  of real i � y  �here . So in �ha� sense I 'm s� i l l  in�o �he elemen � al 
aspects of �he l andscape . "  

�u t  _c!j But y ou 're n ot st il l u sing e l emental ima_ge s  in y our picture s .  

"Oh some� imes I do . I d id some charcoal drawings durin g  �he Cambridge perioq . 
I used �o work b y  candl e  l i gh� . Lmages sprang up qui�e readil y as I buil � up 
�ex�ure . Like Leon ado and his s�ained wal l  - he recommended �his �o pain�ers as a 
way of visual is i�g images . I� was real unconscious s� uff again . I ' ve always been 
in�eres�ed in �hese sor� of percept ions . In a wa y al l �h is has superceded the 
medita�ion .  I consider painting :�o be a very contempl a� i ve ac� i vi� y .  Real l y  I 
don '� need to spenq hours medi�at ing i cause �hat ' s  wha� I do when I 'm paintin g .  
I� 's very focusin g . • 

Ver y  healt hy t oo!  

�es , one hopes . It does tend to so� ve �he more mUndane problems o f  l i fe • • . . . . . • . • • 

When I came back � o  En gl and I began to get into l andscape more and more . I went 
again and again t o  Ireland 

Great Guinne ss • • •  

"R igh� , New Grange mainl r:J'.' ;Then I �ventualJ y got""over to the West eoast . 'l'hat · 

was amazin g .  I go� in� o  goin g around and looking at pl aces with a very focused 
viewpoint .  Visitin g  them with the view to doin g some work - as Ireland is so rich 
in ancient sites . I fel �  a great affin it y for Ireland - don ' t  know why . . .  maybe 
it was the women . 

Mal �a real l y  t urned me onto women . The Mal tese goddesses 

Godde sse s ! ? • • • •  � . but w hen d id y ou fir st get int o  megal it hs? 

At Avebury . I visited i� for a period of about a year and did a �eries of prints . 
I did a series of prints with Bob Chapl in on the Hil l  Figures , people l iked 
�hem . Tha� was �ncouragin g .  

S ome of y our w or k  is on permanent e x hibit ion at  New Gr ange , isn't it ? 

In 1 9 78 I did a whol e set of pa int ings , pr in�s and drawin gs a� New Grange . And I 
offered �hem to �he �auris� boarp as an exhibi � ion .  They gave me �he New Grange 
museum for �he whol e of �he summer of 1 9 78 �o exh ibi� in . 

I began � o  �une in�o �he Goddess through Graves ' ' White Godde�s � and 
af�er seeing �hings in Irel and . Then Richard Demarco did his trip .: . .  Mal t a  
�hrough Europe wi�h a crowd of ar� is�s . He ' s  a gal l er y  direct or frc�a Edinburgh · 

who organ ises s ummer schools for art ists and directors and so on . He decided 
one year �o �ake �hem on a tour �hrough Europe visi� ing l o�s of an cien� si�es 
and ar� is�s s� udios • • • • • • • . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  In �he Ren aissance ar� became desan t ified 
I� became more of a gl or y  of the individual . A� ar� school we weren ' �  Medieval is�s , 
bu� we weren ' �  in� o  con�ribu� ing �o �his redicul ous ego �rippin g .  

How d id y ou c hallenge t hat ? 

By working in a gruop . We were workin g indi viduall y  as wel l . We weren ' �  concern ­
ed with 1 960 's abs�ract ion ism or pop ar� . I� dian ' �  come in�o our way of �h inking 
a� a l l . We were in� o  depic� in.g vibrat ions and focusing �hrough manda l as . So 
Demarco was into seein g  how the Renaissan ce affected �he course of ar� and how 
th is has l ed �o �he rediculous infl a�ed super s� ars of �he ar� world .  

T his is more t o  d o  wit h  t he bus iness of sel l in g  �ugh.  
? ,  
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Yeah , it 's got a l ot t o  do with money and power . But in . the process an y true 
artist.r:y becomes insignificant in dealers eyes . I went t o  New York and saw how 
corporate art had taken over . The corporat i on s  discovered ? few yers ago that 
there was a tax l oop if they put a bit of money into art to decorate their 
offi ces . This breeds t wo th ings : in vestment art - bu y  somethin g that 'll be 
worth somethin g l ater on . The other element is decorat i on . This el ement is not 
serious art . It 's the big bold st uff that registers immediatel y .  Like poster 
art . I was showing my stuff ov�r there and it wasn 't compet in g .  

S o  what ha ppe ned in Malt a ,  t hen ? 

Sorry , I got a bit carried away . It was because of · ��is trip that I went to 
Mal ta r because of the megal iths . .  The temple s and seated goddesses . The rounded 
forms of the Goddess . Mal ta was drenched in all that stuff.  I spent a month 
tra vell ing around . Demarco was there a few days . I drew at sites and in the 
museum . And fo�d out about the Maltese l i fe in August . Then they have these 
great Saint Mar ys on the Cathol ic feast of Saint Mar y . They j ust go mad l et t ing 
off these terribl e fire crackers al l da y and al) n i ght . Things are exp2oding 
above your head l ike bombs . The feast was all about the Goddess . Then you g et 
these big f�t mammas walking about with their kids . After they ' ve had a coupl e 
they tend t o  spread and· a�n 't bot�er to m�e themsel ves attract i ve to men 
an y  more . 

S ound s l ike t he cl assical case of t he c ome on fol l owed b y  t he p ut off .  Per hap s 
an acce pt able f orm of c ontr acept ion in a Cat hol ic ·socie t y :  make y our se l f  ugly 
and the husband l ose s intere st ,  re sult n o  more pain ful childb ir t h  • .  

Yeah , so when you go to Mil an don 't  bother with the women or you ' l l  be l eft 
with a great bulbous blob that bul ges when you . grab hold of it ! In Mal ta you 
see all these women making 1 ace in the streets . God knows where the men are -
probabl y out of their heads on al cohol somewhere . 

All over Gozo I was l ookin g for al ignments and found a few.  There 's one where 
a beam of l i ght enters a chamber through a hol e in a

· stone at mid summer . 
Having seen the mid winter beam at New Grange wi th its ' rounded t ip i t  l ooked 
l ike a phal l us. of the SUn entering the womb of the earth . 

It str ike s me t hat t he matr iar chal ist s m iss out t he ob vious un ian of opp osit e s  
inherent in _ t his kind of symb ol ism in t he megal it hs .  Y ou d on ' t have t o  be  
terr ibl y br ight to see t hat megal it hic man was at pain s  to de scr ibe and · par ­
t a ke in the b al ance t hat is in .t he c osmos. T hat ' s  what ' s  wr ong with t his mat r ­
iar c hal st uff - it ' s  R O  unbalanced. 

It 's the dynamism of the bal ance -that 's import ant . It ' s  not equal and stat i c ,  
it 's d yn amic . 

T hat ' s  r ight . Y ou g ive a lit t le you t ake a lit t le - j ust l ike t he song say s. 

Yes , it 's n ecessary t o  kn ow abooc the Goddess ' cause it 's al l been covered up 
over the years with the patriarchal system . 

D on ' t knock it br ot her , d on ' t knbck it . S o  y ou d o  paint in g , pr int ma king and 
icon paint in g, r ight ?  

1. .( 



Yes , I ' ve focussed on print ing because it ' s  mor�arketab l e . But l at el y I ' ve . 
been workin g on icons . Thls I got int o  through the Goddess imagery . and al so 
through real is in g  that the Chr ist ian Goddess Mary was a cont inuat ion • • . • • . •  
the most powerful images . of Mary are thf!'""'earl iest ones , the Byz an t in e  pict ures . 
They are said to be t aken from 1 i fe .  Icon means image and the idea is that a 
pict ure of the incarnate godhead can be made . The earl iest ones said to be 
painted b y  St Luke from 1 i fe�-- bont a in an essence of the godhead . That � why they 
are copied the same . I ha� a six month Brit ish Council sponsored trip to 
Pol and where I worked at the Warsaw Academy pain t in g  and print makin g .  There are 
i cons there . It ' s  not based on this personal i t y  cul t busin ess . The other aspect 
is that it gi ves one cont act with the Byzant ine form of Christ i an i t y  which is a 
purer form that the Roman . In the Eastern . Orthodox church the i con i s  great l y  
venerated . Season al icons may l ink up with our work on season al pract i ces . 
They don ' t  represent this worl d they represent the · o�her world of cosmic 
forces and the fi gures contain this energy . Their use of perspect i ve is l ike 
that found in Cubism - it 's the reverse perspect i ve so that the viewer becomes 
the van ish in g  point . So the pict ure can be viewed from different an gl es . The 
Renaissance point of view _ is one e ye l ooking at· the world . But the icon perspect � 
i ve g i ves a mul t i -view. I don ' t  know· where this wil l  l ead , b ut I don ' t  ant icipate 
bein g a regul ar icon pain t er for the rest of my l ife . . .  It ' s  'lovel y to l earn 
different techn iques thou gh , i t

.
� s 9reat • 

• • • • • • • • • •  and a qu ot e  t o  f in i sh :  

Megal iths represen t the finest and most direct express i on o f  evidence for a 
Golden Age because they 're refined geometric forms of .perfect fusion of 
sol id real i t y  and and mind . Th£; y  moved in and they moved out and they didn ' t  
l ea ve an y  mess . That 's what you cal l  a harmon ious �xisten ce .  I feel this . is poss­
ibl e to achieve again - n ot that we should imm1. tate but rather l earn from them " 

T hanks , C hr i s  • 
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letters 1 PATRIARCH'S 
CORNER. 

Dear QsM , 

Encl osed find a review copy of the first 
sal vo in a necessary barrage of rel uctant 
rage . I have l aboured for man y years to 
engegder a new harmon y and co-operat ion 
among men and women in the promul gat ion 
of a hol isti c ,  New Age consciousness 
that works throu gh s ynthes is of the para­
normal , the occult and the geomant i c .  Ln 
the l ast few years I have seen this bein g  
consciousl y eroded , eo-opted an d  misappl ­
ied by a segme..ryt o f  human i t y  that has 
sold out love and harmon y to ruthl ess 
cruel t y , power seeking and a gender war . 
I mean of co�rse the mil itant matriarchal 
feminists who are currentl y bus y re ­
wri t ing h istor y (not to men t i on sociol ­
ogy , ps ych iatry , ph ysiol ogy , e'tc . et c )  in 
the n ame of their empt y ,  vaingl orious 
obsessions with THEMSELVES ! Their desper­
ate sense of insecuri t y  and unbal an ce has 
now risen to dangerousl y l unatic proport ­
ions . To reconci l e  thier inner fa il ures 
and spiritual and mental deficiencies 
they seek •POWER • in their outer !eal it y 
( the world ) .  They seek power over phi l os ­
oph y ,  science , pol i t i cs an d  rel i gion (not 
necessaril y in that order ) and most urg­
entl y ,  they seek power over men ! They 
cl aim they are str i vin g to over throw a 
ruin ed Patriarchal societ y but their evil 
Matri archal concepts are j ust as ruthles� 
as an y mal e ' s  and their . authoritarian 
arrogance spel ls· out total i t arian rule 
under another disgu ise . 

Now they are sa ying that the earth myst ­
eries/geomantic worlds are t otal l y  matri ­
focal and their l ies are pourL�g out to 
try and establ ish th is diseased concept . 
The encl osed booklet [see Revi ew� -ed . ]  
is the first real publ ic counterbl ast t o  
th is nonsen se . It wil l not b e  the l ast 
from th is wri ter !  No one can seek or 
create a bet ter world through single sex 
dominatory vis iqn . L ibert arian harmon y  is 
the onl y  true wa y forward for men and wo­
men in the glori ous "sun l it up�ands • of a 
New Age . 

ANTI-FEMINIST PAPERS N02 wil l  be wr itten 
b y  m y  wife Janet . It wil l  be en r.itled 
"MOTHERS BEWARE MOTHERS : A CR Y AGAINST - - 1 .a .  • J._, 
THE RUINATION OF MEN B Y  THE-JR EARLIEST , 
CL9SEST AND MOST TRAITGrOUS C(MPANIONS . • 
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Others wil l  then fol l ow by vari ous 
hands . With the world ( and human it y ) 
bal anced upon the edge of disaster , 
women who advocate gender civil war for 
their own empewerment ,  aggrandizement and 
spl een are to be denounced as species 
traitors. ( and worse ) .  The denouncement 
commences here in the ANTI-FEMINIST 
PAPERS ser ies . 

On e  cannot bel ieve in a hol istical l y  
harmon i ous New Age and b e  militant mat ­
r iarchal femin ist . The two are mutual l y  
excl usi ve .  On e  cannot bel ieve that the ., . 
whol e ·earth , nay the whole Cosmos , is 
femin ine orient ated to the excl usion 
of all else . That is one cannot· bel ieve 
it and expect to be taken. seriousl y b y  
an y organ i cal l y  bal an ced , metaphys ical l y  
ecumeni cal an d  soci al l y  l ibertarian 
ind i vidual . The mad matriarch ' s 
do bel ieve it and endl essl y and boreingl y 
promul gate i t . As . I have wri tten el se­
where on matriarchal matters , "ruthl ess 
partisanship in these matters l eads to 
the dark ab yss of steri l it.y over the 
jagged cl i ffs of · despair . "  

Anthony Roberts ,  Gl astonbury . 

Dear QsM , 

I ha ve recentl y enj oyed reading a. back 
n um her of Q�M 1 feat uring the art icl e  on 
the Hove Mound and posing the question 
' Was Kin g  Arthur Buried in Hove ? ' I 

found th is fascinat ing and informat i ve ,  
wel l resaerched and worthy of seri ous 
atten t ion . 

Ln the s��· 
issue was. an arti cl e  on the 

origins of the Moun t  in the Priory grounds 
Lewes . A ful l  page photograph accompan y ing 
the art i cl e  guves a cl ear indicat i on of 
its ori gin r wh ich the writer of the pi ece 
admits is by no means certain . If vi ewed 
for a whi l e  the outl ine of a conven t i onal 
fl yin g  saucer is apparent . It may wel l  be 
that �� advanced beings arri ved in .this 
·craft , nad a devi ce to transmut e  their 
subst an ce to that of the pl anet earth and 
overdid things a b i t  - becoming j ust that 
- eart·h • .  

David Tai t , Hove . 
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l etters/patri arch ' s  corner 

Reply t o  Dav id T a it . 

Inte rest ing point , Dav id . But i f  t hese 
be ings were true l y ad vanced , as y ou 
hyp ot he s ise - would t he y  real l y  have 
l anded in Lewe s ?  

Ed ,. 

Dear QsM , 

Excel l ent l ast issue. R.A . Wil sori i s  some ­
th ing alse ! L 'm just fin ishing ' Schrod ­
inger • s  Cat ' Part 3 - great batht ime 
reading . 

I l ike the Patri arch ' s  Corner . A few �ears 
agoa col l eague and .I sent anon ymousl y a 
piece for the ' Guardian ' s  "sexist " 
col wnn whi c]?. was printed. Normall y men 
get the piss taken qut of them and in 
th is cl ipping i t  was fz·om a work in g men ' s  
cl ub outing where i t  was stated: "Ma.l e 
members received £5 and women £20 " . 

AL so L iked the fron t cov::::r .  I recaLl J im i 
.Hendr ix sa ying th at when he died he hoped 
peopl e would have a rave· up on h,is grave 
pl a ying the Edd ie Cochr a.n record , "Now 
There ' s  3 Steps To Heaven • . . . . .  " 

Paul Screeton , Seat on Care�v . 

BOOK R E V I EW • •  BOOK R E V ICW • •  BOOK R E V IEW • .  

T he M ists o f  Aval on b y  Mar ion Bradle y .  
1 M ichael J ose ph )1983 <t 9 . 95  

T he m ists e�ud�d b y  t his g iant e p ic n ove l 
are the m ists o f  fem inist e x cess t hr own 
up b y  t hr ow ing cold water upon t �� scor ch ­
ing mas cu l ing bedr ock , J f Ar t hur ian H ist or y .  
T he bas ic Art hur ian f i , �t i on al s aga .i.�:> abou t 
t he format i on and break ing of  a derl i cate d  
Brot her hood . of Men w h o  enact a pr :it:: st l y  
r itual o f  hol d in g  t he s p ir it u al and social  

balance of  g ood in t he wor l d  be for e be ing 
dest royed by Oar � G ods act ing t hr ough  
the ir own m inds and s p ir its . Mas t s  wr it ers  
respect t h is r oot e t h os . vi hat Mrs .  Br adle y 
has d one is t o  t ot al l y r e ve r se t h is s acred 
ethos and make t he s a.ga of Art hur and h is 
Kn ights int o a G oddt�ss obsessed pr opaganda 
exercise for m il it a�t mat r iar ch y .  

T h�s . ri o v�l ,  w h ich inc ident l y is t ur g idl y 
wr 1tten 1n t he Bar bar a Car t l and goe s  ser iou� 
mould , t e l l s  t he Art hur ian s t or y t ot al l y  
t hr ough t he e yes o f  all t he main female 
p ar t i c i pents . T h is e x pl a ins why it is s o  
l ong ( 876 page s ! )  and s o  ext reme l y bor i n g . 
T he ��rnest l y  p o  faced l ad y  char acters  
spe·nd .�d ozens o f  pages j ust t al k in g  t o  on e 
ano�b�r a�out aspe ct s  o f  Goddess wor s hip in 
t he 1r , dall y l i ve s . T he book is l ong on 
female :� ia l ogue , s hort on act ion and des ­
cr ipt i on .· Because o f  t h is , d r amat ic t ens i on 
sags an� t he characters just  become veh icles 
for fe��nist fol k l ore cul led fr om t he l at e ­
st

_
Amer �can cul t s . T he pr omis in g  h int o f  

At l anteGt.n m yster ies a l a  D ion f" ort une • 
fades c; pmpletel y awa y  a ft e r  t he fir s t  'I 00 
p ages �Dd the rest of t he nove l  j ust r 

bl ind� y pr aises t he Goddess and knocks '"' 
Chr ist,f9D it y for 700 pRges or s o . T he h ist ­
or ica� , �r t hu� i an as pects st ay firml y in t he 

. backg� 9�nd l 1ke bad l y p a inted p ie ces o f  
s cener y . jn a wor d y  p l a y . 

. \  ' 

Al�h oug.�� ·Mrs . Br ad l e y cannot completel y re ­
wr 1te

. 
h1�t or y  b y  mak i ng all t he male pr o -­

t ag on �s t �  women s he d oe s  t he next best 
t h ing . J ,S]11� makes t hem al l two d imens i on al 
pqp�ets, , , b ad l y dr awn and be ing he avil y 
ilHJn lpulated b y  t he ne ar ornn i.sc ient females . 
T h is is ' naked female p ower fant as y wr it 
/.ar ge . W ha:t we have her e  is almost 1 ike a 
.t l t erar y v id e o -nast y .  " S he -De v i l s. of  t he 
·:: .:Jddes� mee t  W im ps o f  t he R ound T abl e " -

' i · ·  � �� set i osl y ,  when one t h inks t hat t his 
1 ·  1ok is meant to be a n ovel izat ic� of 
: ·  � e .i tJl .IS hist or ical t r ut hs one de*.--;pairs of 
i ' .1 n, . 1 i  . .  1g an y c ontempor ar y  women wr iters 

w · l '·J ·· , : t ve an y inte l lectual or S !) ir itual 
b : 1 t , : .-: · �e • 

Mr E' . •  : . :r ael; y is better known B.s Mar ion 
Z ; ; :m;; '· Bradle y ,  an expert con9octe r  
o i  s . .  \ .�nee fict i on star i e s  t hat have 
p f. i 0 )  : x c it ement and v i v id imag inat ion . 
Fr :1); ; 1 - , t �  � � :i.dence o f  t h i s  b ook her 
s e  . i  H i : ·  ·! f ict ion is far m ore accu r at e  
( an ·· l  t= ttert a in in g ) t har 1  her hist or ical 
fj · : t i , , i . 1 w i l l  f in ish oy s a y iniJ that 
t ,  . ,· ; t > �  .1 g:r:eat masterp ieces . o f  c ontemp�-. 
or : .u:· ;. tr t hur i an fict i on ( not c ount ing · 
T . H .  : ' 1 it e ' s de fin i t ive " fant as y " ) are 
' T  :le 1 . e at C apt ains ' by Henr y Tr�ace 
and � : r haps t he grea t est o f  t hefll al l ,  
' Sv, , ·1 c  t ; :r t. Sunset ' b y  Rosemar y Sut cl i f f . 
T Lf:£1� :  ' i 1r ks are unsurpassed as n ovel s  
a1 1 : 1 J : ' ' t:ommend Mrs .  Br ad l e y  t o  t hem 
in a .l . . · >  incer it y .  

�!hony R obert s . 


